ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 11, 2022
8:30 a.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

Flawed creatures can never create a perfect world.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
PRELUDE

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
     God of all generations, we are impatient for Your coming to save our generation. We are ready for a word of hope in the wilderness where we live. We want to see as we have not seen before. We long to hear the message we have previously ignored. We are eager to join in the singing that announces good news to the world. AMEN.
RESPONSIVE CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY           
Leader:
Advent is a time to prepare.

People:
Prepare the way of the Lord;


make straight the way for our God.

Leader:
During Advent we prepare our eyes to see the light of Christ

People:
Prepare the way of the Lord;


make straight the way for our God.

Leader:
During Advent we prepare our hearts to receive the Word of Christ.

People:
Prepare the way of the Lord;


make straight the way for our God.

Leader:
During Advent we prepare to share the joy of Christ.

People:
Prepare the way of the Lord;


make straight the way for our God.

Leader:
During Advent we prepare to embrace the promise of Christ.
Unison:
Prepare the way of the Lord;


make straight the way for our God.
OPENING HYMN                                                             #94 Red
“There’s A Voice In The Wilderness Crying”
CALL TO CONFESSION         

     To all whose lives seem like a desert wasteland, God invites: Come to the living water.  To all who feel they are wrestling with lions, God offers a refuge.  The Judge who is standing before us awaits our confession with compassion and the promise of healing.
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     Where are You, God?  For we have not seen Your face or heard Your voice or felt Your healing touch.  We have doubted the credentials of those who claim to be Your messengers.  Horrible events in our world leave us shaken and hopeless.  

Yet even as we confess our anger with conditions in the world, we must also acknowledge our own blindness, deafness, and resistance to change.  O God, we do not want to go on this way.  Come to save us, we pray.
TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION

UNISON ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                          
     The desert will bloom, and the eyes of the blind will be opened to see their beauty.  The rains will come, and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped to hear their whispers.  The earth shall bring forth its precious fruits, and we will have the strength to share in an abundant harvest.  God makes all things new.  Even us!

HYMN              “Angels We Have Heard On High”           #105 Red
HOLY SCRIPTURES
     Isaiah 35 
     James 5:7-10 
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON         “Christmas = God’s Redemption Plan”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN
                                                               #100 Red                                                               

“O How Shall I Receive Thee”
*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION

Leader: God has been present with us here today.
             God also sends us out into the world.

People: The world we are about to enter is God’s world.
              We can count on God to be with us every day.

Leader: God’s judgment is sure, but so is God’s love.

              God lifts up the lowly and offers them strength.

People: Our eyes and ears have been opened to God’s truth.

              We have good news for all who need to hear it.

Leader: Be patient with others and do not grumble.

              Be patient with yourselves as you seek the Holy Way.

Unison: Like the prophets, we seek to speak in God’s name.

               Like lowly servants, we are eager to help others.
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
