ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 18, 2022
10:00 a.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

In Jesus God entered into and became one with a human life like our own. In doing so He drew near to each and every one of us.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
PRELUDE

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
     We are waiting, God of all worlds, for the celebration of Jesus’ birth. We anticipate the coming One, not just as an event of past history, but as a part of our own story here and now. Help us to encounter Your Word as a living message for our own day. AMEN.
RESPONSIVE CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY           
LEADER: Today is the fourth Sunday in Advent.
                  Through the Prophets, God promised a Messiah.

PEOPLE: We are in awe of Jesus’ birth: that God came to us

                   this way, in a weak and vulnerable baby.
                   The mighty God of the universe has become
                   Emmanuel “God with us.”

LEADER: The first Advent candle reminds us to have hope for

                   a better world.  The second Advent candle reminds

                   us that God’s dreams for peace can become real

                   in our world.  The third Advent candle reminds us

                   that God calls us to share joy by being part of the

                   healing of the world.

PEOPLE: Today, we light the fourth Advent candle.

                   It reminds us of God’s promise to be with us and

                   to love us, now and always.

UNISON: Loving God, we thank You for Your promise that

                  You will be with us always.  We rejoice in Your

                  faithfulness.  Give us courage to respond with the

                  same love and compassion shown by Jesus.  AMEN

OPENING HYMN                                        
Hark, The Glad Sound, The Savior Comes”
PROPHECY
     Isaiah 7:14 
     Isaiah 9:1b-2

     Isaiah 11:1-9 
“For over 500 years they waited and wondered

 and all they heard was SILENCE.”
CHOIR ANTHEM         “When Will We See The Little One”
MARY AND JOSEPH
     Luke 1:26-38

     Matthew 1:18-23

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN       “Lo. How A Rose E’er Blooming”
BETHLEHEM
     Luke 2:1-5
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN        “O Little Town Of Bethlehem”
BELL CHOIR                 “What Child Is This”
BIRTH
     Luke 2:6-7

DUET                                 “Gift Of Love”
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN     “It Came Upon The Midnight Clear”
SHEPHERDS
     Luke 2:8-20

CHOIR ANTHEM                         “Clear Was The Night”

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN     “Angels From The Realms Of Glory”
WISE MEN
     Matthew 2:1-2, 7-11

CHOIR ANTHEM                 “One Small Child”

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN     “O Come All Ye Faithful”
GOD’S GREAT GIFT
     John 1:1-5, 14, 16-18

CHOIR ANTHEM                 “Noel (Light Of The World)”

*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION

Leader: Our busy world summons us back to the frantic rush;

              there are so many things to do this week!

People: In the excitement of Christmas programs and activities

              we will not forget why we celebrate.

Leader: The promise of Emmanuel is fulfilled:
              God is with us as we go our separate ways.
People: Emmanuel can be real to all those who suffer
              if we embody the Christmas gift of love.

Leader: Share generously as God has blessed you;
              our faithfulness is measured by our caring.

Unison: In joyful anticipation we offer ourselves to others
               that God’s salvation may find practical expression.
*CLOSING HYMN
                                                                                                                             

“Joy To The World”
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
