ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
March 5, 2023
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

Are you ready for a second birth?
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
A TIME OF GREETING

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
     God of love, who sent Jesus among us for our salvation, grant rebirth to Your people gathered here.  Bestow on us a full measure of Your Spirit that we may dare to act according to our faith.  Lead us where You would have us go, to serve in ways that You intend.  Our souls await Your word, O God, our help and our shield.  AMEN.
PRELUDE
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
Come, people of God, to know again who you are,

return to the One who gives you life.
People:
We come as children of God,

longing for a closer walk with our Creator.

Leader:
We are called to lay aside previous assumptions,

to give up our advantages and security.
People:
It is frightening to venture into the unknown,

to live by faith rather than by sight.

Leader:
The God who has given us life offers us a new birth.
People:
We are both attracted and repelled by newness,

by the promises and challenges of a life of faith.

Leader:
Let us venture together, daring to feel the winds of God’s Spirit.
Unison:
We will join in exploring God’s purposes

and open ourselves to God’s leading.
OPENING HYMN                                                             #61 Red
“The God of Abraham Praise”
SUNG CALL TO CONFESSION         

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     We stand at the foot of the cross, O Lord, preoccupied, distracted, confused, or perhaps swept along by routine and previous practice.  We are here, but still hiding from Your love and the freedom it promises: freedom from the past and what we have made of ourselves.  Lift up our eyes that we may see ourselves clearly in the love of Christ that will not let us go.
A TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
SUNG ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
HOLY SCRIPTURES
     Genesis 12:1-4 Pew Bible page
     John 3:1-17 Pew Bible page
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON                           “Rebirth”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN
                                                                #530 NCH                                                               

“God Our Author And Creator”
*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
Leader:
Truly, truly, I say to you” “Unless you are born anew,


you cannot see the realm of God.”

People:
We have received new life this day and want to embrace all that it may hold for us.

Leader:
The winds of God have swept through our midst

   and we are caught up in the movement.

People:
We want to follow where Jesus would lead us,

to minister in Christ’s name in our world.

Leader:
Begin where you are, remembering and applying all you have seen and heard.
People:
We will relate to family, friends, and co-workers as persons valued and loved by God.
Leader:
Dare to change your living and giving habits,

to decide and act today in newness of life.
Unison:
We have received power to grow and change:

We accept this new venture of faith as God’s gift to us. Thanks be to God!
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
