ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 11, 2022
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

God has come to us.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
PRELUDE
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP   
LEADER:  God is not hidden, that we must seek Him.
PEOPLE: God is not lost, that we must find Him.
LEADER:  God is not reluctant, that we must beg Him.
UNISON: Rather, God loves us, seeks us,

              and calls us to respond by receiving Him.
OPENING HYMN                                                     #449 NCH            

“Softly and Tenderly”
CALL TO CONFESSION 
     Christ came into the world to save sinners.  This news is not just for other people.  It is for you and me, for we are the ones whose knowledge of God has failed to grow and whose faithfulness is suspect.  We are the lost ones whom God seeks.  Let us pray:
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     Forgive us, we pray, for the nonchalance with which we sometimes treat people who are outside Your flock, those who You wish to seek out and to receive to Yourself.
     We look for lost coins, but not for lost people.  We are happy about the ninety-nine who are inside the fold, but we don’t seek out the one who is still outside.

     Pardon us, Lord, and fill us with the Spirit of the Christ who seeks and the Father who welcomes.

 A TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
     God seeks the lost, brings back the strayed, binds up the injured, and strengthens the weak.  All praise to God!     
HOLY SCRIPTURES         
     I Timothy 1:12-17 Pew Bible page

HYMN         “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”        #1 NCH
     Luke 15:1-10 Pew Bible page
CHILDREN’S STORY TIME
SERMON                          “Lost and Found”
TO RESPOND IN FAITH

     As we come into Your special presence in this house of worship, we are aware that You sought us long before we came to You.  We responded only because You reached out in love.  We, like the lost sheep and the lost coin, did not beg to be found.  Therefore we respond in faith, and we thank You for Your persistence in seeking us out.
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN
                                                       #547 NCH                                                                                                                             

“Amazing Grace, How Sweet The Sound”

*BENEDICTION
     We go out to live what we profess and to profess what we really believe.  We go out to share the patience of God with those who usually exasperate us.  God rejoices in the lost who are found and strengthens us to seek as we have been sought.
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
