ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 28, 2022
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

He doesn’t want anyone to feel left out.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
     God of majestic glory, in humility You have revealed Yourself in the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who took the lowest place among us that we might be raised to the heights of divinity. Teach us to walk the path He prepared for us, so that we might take a place at the table with all who seek the joy of His kingdom. AMEN.
PRELUDE   
 
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader:   Let mutual love continue.
People:  Initial efforts at loving are easy. The choice to love over the long haul requires commitment.
Leader:   Let mutual love continue.
People:
Overnight hospitality is simple. 

   The four-day stay wears down pretense.
Leader:
Let mutual love continue.
People:
The first months of a marriage soar.

The next years necessitate grace.

Unison:
Let mutual love continue.
OPENING SONG      “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”
CALL TO CONFESSION              
     We are people of faith who know that God gives us responsibility for our own conduct. The way we treat others reflects on our relationship with God. We are called to be just, but beyond that to feel with others what they are suffering, and to be kind. We are far from this ideal and so come to confess our need.
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     Eternal Judge, cleanse our hearts of any ill will we may hold against neighbors. When they do not think as we do, we often judge them unenlightened. If they behave differently, we pin labels on them. We choose as our guests those we deem worthy of places of honor within our households. Yet, through Christ, You opened heaven to all without regard to their status in society. Forgive our inability to do the same, and save us from all pride and prejudice in our dealing with Your children. Hear our pleas for Your mercy.
TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
UNISON ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
     We are assured that when we turn away from the wickedness we have committed and do what is lawful and right, we will be saved. Therefore, having considered and reversed the direction of our lives, we will surely live, by God’s grace. Let us walk blamelessly before God, speaking truth from the heart and reaching out to others in humble compassion.
HOLY SCRIPTURES

     Proverbs 25:6-7 
     Luke 14:1-14 
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON                           “Demographic”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
                                                                   #256 Red                                                                                               

“Lord, Speak To Me, That I May Speak”
SUNG BENEDICTION      “Make Me A Servant”
Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
